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We hope you enjoyed our Whole School Production of ‘The Wizard of Oz’! It was wonderful to see
every one of our students involved in the production in some way. Of course these things don’t just
come together, it takes a team of people. Thank you to Kristy Nicholson for her creative vision,
hours of work writing the script, coordinating dance moves, props and numerous other tasks.
Congratulations to all of our Grade 6 students who led the way with lead roles. Many, many hours
of rehearsal went into learning lines and they showed such courage to stand on stage and perform
in front of hundreds of people. They were well supported by our Grade Prep – Five students who
sang and danced their way along. There were some classic
songs making a resurgence! Thank you to our families for
supporting our students whether it be by coming and
watching the production, organising hair styles and
costumes or listening to their class song for the umpteenth
time! The ‘Electroheads’ from the Secondary College did a
fantastic job coordinating sound and lighting on the night
under the careful watch of Shannon Draper.

It seems unbelievable that there are only 2 weeks until the end of school. With still lots to squeeze
in, please make sure you check our calendar for all the goings on. Our Swimming and Water Safety
program kicks off on Monday and the weather forecast looks great for getting wet! Don’t forget to
get kids to pack bathers, towel, rash top or T-shirt and sunscreen. Our Transition program begins
next Tuesday and assists students to prepare for their grade next year and get to know other
students and teachers.
As the year comes to an end we would like to thank our Parents Group Committee for organising the
many fundraisers this year and the many people who put their hand up to help when the call comes
out. We couldn’t do it without you! All money raised goes back into our school. The final
fundraiser for the year is our Christmas hamper raffle. Raffle tickets were sent home yesterday.
There are three wonderful hampers as prizes, all from local businesses. What a perfect end to a
fantastic year!
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Last week, our MAT program finished after 6 weeks. Craig was our regular instructor over the
program. Over the weeks, students participated in a variety of different activities. There was
practise every week hitting the mitts or the pads to help us with the correct technique and we
always started and finished with the code of Be Strong, Be Kind, Be Calm and Try Hard. We also
played some games like Samurai Patrol, The Lava Activity and Knee Tag.

Students learnt strategies such as:
 breathing (in through the nose & out through the mouth – trying
to breath out slowly),
 ‘the rock’ – where they practised thinking of something that helped them zone out of what
others are doing around them and ignoring silly behaviours. Craig tried to distract them by
calling out and making them laugh. The difference in the students from the first week to the
last was quite amazing.

Some student takeaways from the program include how powerful our mind is and how we need
to remember that we can do things, even when we think we can’t! Craig told us the elephant
story which is about how we can limit ourselves by what we think. The moral was that we stop
ourselves from doing things that we can do because of our negative thoughts. So think
positively, believe you can do things and don’t be afraid to make mistakes because that all helps
in our learning! This was very true because at the start of the program when Craig said that all
of the students would be able to break the board at the end of the program no-one believed
him. Our final session finished with breaking the board in the final week. Every student,
including those who thought they couldn’t do it, broke the board!

MAT Program
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Some of our favourite quotes from Craig include ‘practise makes improvement’ instead of
‘practise makes perfect’ because no-one is perfect and reaching for perfection isn’t always
achievable. He also explained how important it is to love yourself but not to be in love with
yourself. He told us how his grandmother always told him you’ve got 2 ears and 1 mouth so
you should listen more than you talk.
Craig talked about how he tells the negative voices in his head to ‘go away, I don’t need you
right now’. He encouraged students to make the most of the opportunities they get because as
they get older those opportunities might not be available any more.
Feedback from our students was very, very positive. Here are some of the comments they
made about what they loved most about the program.
“I loved
breaking
the board”
Chelsea

“I like how you helped teach us the strategies we know now” Toby
“This helped build our confidence” Jesse
“I liked how everyone encouraged each other”
Mitch

“We weren’t that confident on the first
day and now we are” Archie Mc

School Production – The Wizard of Oz
A tornado of epic proportions hit Alexandra, not once, but twice, on Monday 2nd December,
2019. This unprecedented turn of events, caused the entire Alexandra Primary School
student population to be swept up and twisted in its path, landing them in a mysterious land
called Oz…..

Dorothy, Toto, Scarecrow, Tinman, Lion and Cub, Cowboys, Cowgirls, Witches (both good
and tremendously wicked), Thundergods, Munchkins, Rock-Star Lions, Gangsters and Flying
Monkeys took the Alexandra community on a wild ride through Oz. This epic journey took
the main cast to Emerald City, to meet the International Man of Mystery - The Wizard of Oz,
who charmed everyone with his unique, enigmatic rock-star presence, but fooled the
lonesome travellers into thinking he was a magician
who could grant their wishes.
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School Production – The Wizard of Oz
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When Alexandra became ‘Thunderstruck’ by the tornado and the AC/DC Thundergods, Dorothy
and her little dog Toto were catapulted into a land where smooth-talking gangster criminals
and ‘thrilling’ winged monkeys were hot on her ruby red-heeled trail. The glam rock of Michael
Jackson, David Bowie, the Yeah Yeah Yeahs, Elton John and Lady Gaga kept Dorothy and her
band of unlikely friends rocking and rolling throughout their journey along The Yellow Brick
Road.

I’d like to take this opportunity to say a huge congratulations to the entire school, including
our Grade Six cast, supported by all grades from Foundation to Year Six. They delighted us
with truly magnificent, inspiring performances in dance, song and spoken word. Thank you to
Alexandra Secondary College for the use of the hall/stage and to Shannon Draper and the
Electroheads for their electrifying sound and lighting show! Kristy Nicholson - Drama Teacher

ASC Grand Concert—APS Students
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On Tuesday 26th November, the Alexandra Secondary College had their Semester 2 Grand
Concert. This is a chance for Secondary College students to perform and some of our students
also performed.
Students who have been learning with the APS Wind Ensemble or Epic Music were given the
opportunity to perform. We had several students play an instrument or sing at the concert.
There were solo and group performances. Aryeon de Groot played two solo songs on trumpet
as well as playing with the Alexandra PS Wind Ensemble. The Wind Ensemble included Archie
McGahy and Marli Coller on saxophone and Aryeon on trumpet. Together, they played three
songs. Eric de Groot performed three songs, solo, on keyboard. We also had students sing
solo, accompanied by Jasmine on keyboard. Charli Edwards sang “True Colours”, Lucy Bowdern
sang “How Far I’ll Go” and Ruby Mijlkovic sang ‘Somewhere Over The Rainbow”. Despite being
nervous, all our performers did a fantastic job.
For some it was their first performance while others had performed before. Congratulations to
all the students! We are very proud of all of you for the courage you showed and your
confidence to be able to perform in front of an audience. Thanks to Jasmine and Peter from
Epic Music and Nick from ASC, who do a great job with our music and voice students.

Staff Profiles
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Staff Profile— Margie Creighton
How long have you been in this work? 24 years
What job did you do before this one? I worked at the ANZ Bank and
Mum of two girls.
What is your favourite part of your job? I love watching the children
grow and learn and when kids say hello when I’m in the office.
How long have you been at Alexandra Primary School? 21 years. I
started at Thornton Primary School before Alexandra Primary.
What do you love about working at Alexandra Primary School? I love
seeing the kids at school and down the street and I love watching the
kids play sport.

What things do you love to do when you’re not working? I love gardening and spending
time with family, especially my grandchildren.
Some of the reasons we love Margie at Alexandra Primary School are because she is
welcoming and caring to everyone, she likes to have a laugh and she really loves seeing the
students every day.

Staff Profile— Debbie Hibbert
Where did you go to University? Victoria University
What job did you do before you were a teacher? Integration Aide.
How long have you been teaching? 13 years.

What is your favourite part of your job? Teaching students and
seeing them have an ‘Aha!’ moment. Learning with the other
teachers.
How long have you been at Alexandra Primary School? 10 years.
What do you love about working at Alexandra Primary School?
Supportive staff and great kids.
What things do you love to do when you’re not working? Spending
time with family, bushwalking and reading.
Some of the reasons we love Mrs Hibbert at Alexandra Primary School are because she is
kind, caring and very organised and she steps in to help students and staff any time they
need it!

Woolworths Earn and Learn
Thank you to all the wonderful people far and wide
who collected Woolworths Earn and learn stickers
for our school. We were able to buy some new hand
trowels to use in our sustainable garden and some
fantastic new footballs and Frisbees too!

School and Community News
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Sentral News
Are you on the Sentral app? Sentral is the e-platform we use which provides you with access
to your child’s reports and other academic information. It also gives you online access to
many school resources including our calendar and newsletter. We use Sentral to
communicate reminders about upcoming activities or update you when the newsletter is
available online.
You can access Sentral on any device using a web browser or as an app for your phone. It is
available for both Apple and Android phones.
All of our families need to register and access Sentral. If you haven’t already registered and
logged on, please touch base with us and we can help you set it up. Naomi is more than
happy to help you setup the app. It is relatively easy and doesn’t take long!
Our School Reports will be uploaded to Sentral on Wednesday 11th December.

Before and After School Care
Before and after school care has officially begun. Hayley Furlong heads up Busy Bees Family
Day Care which still has spots available for this year as well as next year. The program runs
out of the Multi Purpose Room and Hayley provides everything your child will need. The
before and after school childcare is run through the Murrindindi Shire Council under the
Family Day Care Australia banner. It is easy to enrol.
Contact Hayley direct on 0413 725 199 or at busybeesfamilydaycare@hotmail.com

Australia Day, Sunday Jan 26, 2020
8am to 10am Rotary Park.
FREE Breakfast & Music
Children’s Events. Every child a winner.
Sack races, egg and spoon and three
legged races.

