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We are working hard to maintain normality around what feels like chaos around us. Our first priority
is teaching and learning; however, we are always highly conscious of the health, wellbeing and
safety of our school community.
The school and the Department of Education (DET) is well-prepared for the impact of COVID-19.
We are being provided with the latest advice from the Australian and Victorian Chief Medical
Officers to ensure that our school practices are helping to keep our school community safe from
the outbreak.
At these times it good to remind ourselves of good hygiene practices. We ask you to remind your
children about the importance of:
·

Washing your hands

-

Coughing into your elbow

As parents, you have an important role in helping our school manage this situation:
·

Exercise good judgment by keeping children home if they are feeling unwell.

·

Talk to children about the situation, as they may be feeling anxious or stressed.
You have a key role in helping students feel reassured, prepared and safe.

There are a number of resources available to you with facts relating to the virus and answer
frequently asked questions. These are available at;
https://www.dhhs.vic.gov.au/victorian-public-coronavirus-disease-covid-19
and
https://www.education.vic.gov.au/about/department/Pages/coronavirus.aspx
You may be interested in the online learning platforms for those of you who have chosen to isolate
your children at home. Keep an eye on our Facebook page where we will be posting further
resources you may be interested in.
You may also like to check out the Department of Education Digital Learning site at
https://fuse.education.vic.gov.au.
This is an evolving situation and we will keep you updated as things change. Please keep in touch
with us should you have any new concerns.
Vicky and the team
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STAR OF THE WEEK
ZOE GIBB
Zoe has a fantastic attitude to learning. She wants to achieve her personal
best so she reaches for the stars every day. Zoe is kind to others and behaves
with great Integrity, sharing her deep understanding of this concept incredibly
articulately. We are proud to have you in our learning community, Zoe.
You are a STAR!

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Prep

Oliver Lloyd for being a great learner and all round super star! You worked like a true
mathematician this week, showing us how to make a pattern with the poly plugs and
represent the number 8 in different ways. Above all you are a thoughtful and caring person!
Thanks for being you, Oliver!

1/2A

Indigo Russell for being an all round super star! Indigo is a kind and caring classmate,
helping out her peers when they need it. During Writing this week when learning about
adjectives, nouns, verbs and adverbs, Indigo helped her partner use the dictionary to write:
galactic guinea pigs gallop gently. Super work Indigo, keep shining super star!

1/2B

Amber Forden for demonstrating the school value of ‘Achieve’. Amber has been practising
reading independently in class and recently went up to a higher reading level. Well done,
Amber! Keep on working hard!

3/4A

Chase Stevenson for showing improved participation in class discussions and increased
confidence in answering questions about his learning. Chase has been consistently building
on his skills and willingness to share his knowledge and understanding with others. I am so
proud of you giving everything a go, Chase. Keep up he awesome work!

4/5A

Nikita Lyttle for her brilliant complex sentence using commas for ‘embedded clauses.’ Your
sentence was grammatical perfection and gave your teachers a big chuckle. We are so very
proud of your writing accomplishments!

5/6A

Emily Johnson for your no fuss, get on with the job attitude. You complete your class work
and homework to a high standard, which helps you get the most out of your learning. Keep
on doing what you’re doing, Emily!

5/6B

Aylah Hoornweg in recognition of your growth mindset and positive attitude towards your
learning, you listen to feedback and work hard to make improvements based on the feedback
you receive. It is great to see the way you check in regularly to make sure you are making
progress and heading in the right direction to achieve your goals. You are an excellent
learner, Aylah!

Art

Charlotte Lloyd for creating an outstanding life like self portrait in Art, using observational
and sketching skills. Charlotte, you carefully observed your own reflection in a mirror, paying
attention to the exact shapes and lines of your facial features, hair, neck and shoulders. You
then added watercolour to create realistic tone and colour in your portrait. I am impressed
with your attention to detail! You’re an Art Superstar!

Japanese

Aylah Hoornweg always works very hard in Japanese and she has shown her strong reading
skills through one of he card games. It was great to look at, Aylah!

School News

3

Alpha Shows Cultural Visit
On Monday 16th of March at
the R.S.L. Hall, Alpha Shows
performed the theatrical musical,
’Little Mermaid’.
Alpha Shows is a touring
children’s theatre company, who
has been visiting our school
annually for many years.
Each year a different story is
performed, which contains a
strong values message, and
focuses on social and emotional
learning. This year the theme
of the show was truth and
responsibility.
Throughout the performance,
Alpha Show’s ‘Little Mermaid’
explored the power of truth
and the consequences of being
untruthful.
Students of all ages laughed,
cheered, booed, sang and
moved, as they joined in and
enjoyed
the
90
minute
performance.

4

Class Focus – 5/6A – Our Big Move!
Our main focus this week has been moving
and getting settled into our new space, in
the common area of the school. We are
making our move due to requiring a new
temporary space whilst our brand new
classroom is getting built over the next few
months.

So far, it has been quite a smooth
transition and is already starting to feel
like our own space. The high ceilings,
huge amount of light that comes in, the
easy access to toilets and having friendly
classroom teachers in close vicinity has
made the new “classroom” feel very
welcoming.

In our learning, we have been focusing on comparing and contrasting
aspects within and between texts – such as the differences/similarities
between characters’ settings and the way the texts are written. In
Writing, we have been developing points of views on contentious topics, by
elaborating on reasons and using facts/expert opinions to back them up.
In Maths, we have looked at a variety of multi-digit multiplication
strategies, including the mental strategy of Distributive Property, the
standard algorithm (column method) and the box method, which has
provided students with options in how to approach multiplication problems.

Box Method
Column Method (standard algorithm)
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Sentral News
Are you on the Sentral app? Sentral is the e-platform we use which provides you with access
to your child’s reports and other academic information. It also gives you online access to
many school resources including our calendar and newsletter. We use Sentral to
communicate reminders about upcoming activities or update you when the newsletter is
available online.
You can access Sentral on any device using a web browser or as an app for your phone. It is
available for both Apple and Android phones.
All of our families need to register and access Sentral. If you haven’t already registered and
logged on, please touch base with us and we can help you set it up. Vicky will be more than
happy to help you setup the app. It is relatively easy and doesn’t take long!

Notice from Commbank
School Banking

The health, safety and wellbeing of
our communities and our people is
our first priority. Due to the rapidly
developing situation with coronavirus,
School Banking has been temporarily
paused from 20 March 2020 until the
start of term 2.
Please don’t bring your deposit book
with your weekly banking into school
and we will notify you when banking
will recommence.

BIKE TRACK
The Mountain Bike Track will be open on
Wednesdays and Thursdays at lunch time.
All students are welcome as long as they
have a road worthy bike with safe,
working brakes and a correctly fitted
helmet. I look forward to seeing you
there!
Kristen McInnes
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