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Wow! What a fantastic start to the term we have had. Last week all of our Grade 3 – 6’s participated in
Outdoor Education Week. Our Grade 3/4’s went out to Eildon where they participated in low ropes,
initiative activities and water activities. Our Grade 5’s went out to Wanggai near Eildon, honing their
navigation and map reading skills whilst our Grade 6’s worked on some Mountain Biking skills and then
rode out to Cathkin and back on the Rail Trail. Our students were able to build on their many skills.

What a terrific learning environment
we have!

Congratulations to all of our students who competed at Yea in the Cluster Swimming competition on
Tuesday. Each and every one of our students tried their best against other students in the Cluster.
We were very proud of everyone’s efforts and sportsmanship. We wish those who made it through
to the Division Competition at Seymour on the 27th all the best!
KEY DATES - Term 1

February
Tuesday 19th
Wednesday 20th
Monday 25th
Tuesday 26th

Footy Day—Grades 3 - 6
Prep Rest Day
House Athletics—Grades 3-6
“Getting to Know You” Interviews begin
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Writer’s Workshop
Each student in the class is a working author!
Our teachers are writing professionals and peer coaches,
guiding authors as they explore the craft of writing. Instead
of spending the majority of class time on grammar
worksheets, handwriting practice, and other isolated
sub-skills of writing, Writer’s Workshop is designed to
emphasize the act of writing itself—students spend most of
their time putting pencil to paper, not just learning about it.
Over time, students learn to choose their own topics and to
manage their own development as they work through a
wide variety of writing projects in a sustained and
self-directed way.

The students use a Writer’s Notebook to explore topics that
may then become fabulous pieces of writing. Keep your
eyes out for fabulous writing in every grade around the
school! See your teacher for further information.

STAR OF THE WEEK

Lincoln Homan

Lincoln does his
best every day
and displays the
school Values consistently. Lincoln
is always polite to both teachers
and students and is a great friend
in the yard and classroom. We are
proud to have you in our learning
community Lincoln.
You are a STAR!

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Prep

Harry Winch for his outstanding Writing this week! Harry, I absolutely loved your illustration of you
riding your motorbike. Then you sounded out the words 'school holidays' like a champion! Keep up
the superstar learning Harry!

1/2A

Charlotte Lloyd for being a positive student who always tries her best. Charlotte has tried really hard
this week to understand and implement the Writing process which has helped her to create a really
interesting story. Charlotte keep up the awesome learning!

2/3A

Zandar Petersen for the fantastic way that he settled into his new class and school so quickly. You
have shown great courage in a new situation, Zandar! Welcome back to Alexandra Primary School and
to 2/3A.

3/4A

Zoe Mullins for a super impressive start to the 2019 school year. Zoe has been doing amazing work
in Maths and Writing, impressing all her classmates with her clever Writing skills and her ability to read
numbers into the millions! What a champion you are, Zoe!

4/5A

Aylah Hoornweg for her tenacity and achievement while applying the laws of division in
Mathematics.

5/6A

Noah Campbell for your fabulous Maths problem solving strategies, showing maturity in your
thinking and responses. Your attention to detail is amazing and your enthusiasm to explain your
thinking to others is appreciated. Thank you Noah for your enthusiasm to share your knowledge.

5/6B

Seth Barkley in recognition of your 'I can do it' attitude towards your learning. It has been fantastic
to see the way you are giving everything a go and challenging yourself to Achieve your personal best.
You are such a fantastic learner Seth!

Drama

Emily Johnson for showing great imagination when creating a narrative for the "Space Junk"
installation/artwork in Drama. Emily, you thought about every component of the installation, using
your detective skills to explain each object and its purpose. Outstanding work!

Art

Ashley Dean for displaying patience and attention to detail when sketching a portrait in Art. Ashley,
you used effective cross-hatching techniques to create tone and form in the face you are drawing.
Impressive work!

Japanese

Cameron Sloan for showing the best attentive listening skills and making the neatest origami
construction. The quality of your origami was outstanding! Well done, Cam!

Focus on Grade 3/4 Activity Day—Camp Eildon

Ding, ding, ding, it’s time to go on the bus and I am so pumped to go on Activity Day. I was
waiting in line to get on the bus and it was nearly my go to get on. They just said, “Saxon…
tick, Sienna, tick”…..and I was on the bus going to Camp Eildon.
On the bus I saw an ibis. That is a type of bird and they have a long beak and they are black
and white. “OK OK enough talking about ibises, let’s go back to talking about Activity Day.”
When I looked out my window I was there so I got out of the bus. I went with my friends and
made a big circle so we would know what to do. We played a game and we went into our
groups. The game was if you had contact you would need to run away. In another game you
need to put your bag behind you and you need to run if your answer is yes to the leader’s
questions.
Next I made a raft. I made it out of plastic drums and four planks of wood and when we got
on it, it fell apart! So we got to have a splash. After that we talked about keeping our
environment clean so it can be safe so everything doesn’t get hurt or damaged. It was fun to
do.
One of my favourite activities was the Spider Web. My group convinced me that I could do it
and I got through without touching the web on my first try.
My second favourite activity was when we got taped together. We had to reach for a
container without breaking the tape and we did it on our second try!
The wobbly log was hard to balance on in the middle and this year I was able to walk
backwards on the lady bug. I held the rope and walked on the rope, the planks and the tyres.
I loved it! It was fun and challenging and it was awesome.
By Sienna Geldard
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“Ryder” I just heard my name and I was pumped because it was the first Activity Day of the
year.
“Here!”
“Do you have a drink bottle?”
“Yes Mrs Twining.”
“You can go on.”
I was so pumped. I sat next to Noah on the trip to Eildon. When we got there I was so excited,
then Katy came on the bus and told us to go into a big circle.
When I got into a circle the OEG leaders were all talking about stuff. The OEG leaders were
called Rachel, Katy and Tilly. When we got sorted into our groups my leader was
Ms Fotheringham. We went to the river and did an activity then we had recess.
After recess we went to Low Ropes. It was amazing! I crossed the wobbling log in 10 seconds.
Next we went to play some activities like, The Floor is Lava and then we had lunch.
After lunch we went to do raft building. We did a good job and our raft floated and I made it
back dry!
When we left I sat at the back with Marli, Ava, Cam and Tom. When we got back to school we
talked about what was our favourite thing.
It was the best day I have ever had!
By Ryder Brady
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Notices
There have been many notes sent home this week. Our Grades 3-6 have House Athletics
coming up on the 25th Feb and we have the Hawthorn Footy Clinic next Tuesday. ‘Getting
to Know Your Child’ interviews will be held from the 26th- 28th February.
Log on to Sentral to book your appointment time and return the information sheet to your
child’s teacher as soon as possible.
Our Parents Group Committee have sent a note home outlining the planned fundraising
events for the year. Our Parents Group contribution is highly valued and an important part
of our school. Please consider helping out if you can. There are many different activities
and ways to be involved.

Mountain Bike Track
Starting next week the Mountain Bike Track will be open on Tuesdays and Thursdays at
lunch time. All students are welcome as long as they have a road worthy bike with safe,
working brakes and a correctly fitted helmet. I look forward to seeing you there!
Kristen McInnes

