Alexandra Primary SChool

Our purpose is to build a learning community that challenges and supports young minds to develop as
independent and lifelong learners, continually striving for excellence.

RESPECT CARE ‘ \ | I

Wel come to 2019

The first day back to school for the New Year is one of my very favourite days. | love seeing the
children hug each other until they fall over, compare new shoes, and show off new haircuts!

This year we welcome Alexandra Playgroup, Mother Goose and Alexandra Secondary music tuition.
We love being part of the wider learning community!

Please let us know if you have any feedback. It is always best to contact your childQ teacher first.
They are the people closest to the students and have the best insights into what is going on. Naomi
and | try to make ourselves available for chats but if you think you may need longer than a 5 minute
catch up, please arrange an appointment at the front office.

Please keep an eye on our Facebook page, our SENTRAL page and our website for news, events and
information. It is also important to check school bags when your children arrive at home, sometimes
information and permission notes come thick and fast!

Each week the newsletter will feature an area of our curriculum so you know how we teach and
how your children learn. If you have any questions about any of these, please speak to your
childQteachers.

| am looking forward to a great year!
Vicky Draper
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CAFE READI NG

This is a reading program used across our school. It is an acronym for:

Comprehension: understanding what | read

Accuracy: reading the correct words
Huency: reading with good expression and

understanding

Expand vocabulary: knowing, finding and using

interesting words

You can see a CAFE $henuQn each room. This menu
is a list of goals that have strategies students use to

reach the goal.

forward with their reading skills.

This helps our students move

We know that each of our studentQ abilities and skills will ¥rowQwith the right tools and strategies. Everyone
will begin at a different level and move at their own pace, the direction for everyone is the same — UP!

Prep

1/ 2A

Mi | es fdr &is dmezing illustration in our first ever Writing Portfolio Task!
Miles you drew a gorgeous picture of Mr Pockets from the Pocket Dogs book and did
your very best to write about it! Well done, Miles!

Eadi e f&stdtihgGnade 2 with a positive Wan do(attitude. Eadie has jumped
into 2019 with flare. She has been kind to her new classmates and helped them
navigate the classroom. Her kindness has been overwhelming to our new students
and me, helping me get back into the new year. Awesome work superstar!

Jor j a fdréenksuch shappy and fun young lady who has made a fabulous
start to the school year. Jorja is confident in her abilities and loves to please. She
offers to help and shows respect to everyone.

Dal en T 1 mbim regognitibro &f nhe positive approach you have taken

towards your learning so far this year. It has been fantastic to see you give everything
a go and the 'Growth Mindset' you have demonstrated by asking for help when you
need it instead of getting frustrated. Keep up the great work!

Audr ey foGshemng enthusiasm, enjoyment and awesome dance moves
during your first Drama lesson at Alexandra Primary School. Congratulations Audrey!
Latysha-R86herfa aating an artwork for a Visual Thinking task that
sparked curiosity and great discussion. Thank you for sharing your imaginative
thoughts through your art, Latysha!

Mi t ¢ h R ovapabesedvitch has carefully followed the teacher's instructions
and has created the best first page for his Japanese Book! Mitch, your time
management was perfect! Well done.




Focus on FoundatorBy Mrs Gisov
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Wel come to the Foundaton St uc

We have made a great start to school, beginning to settle into the routine of Reading, Writing,
Maths, MAPPEN (our history, geography, science lessons), Art, Japanese and Drama.

Students have been learning a new Jolly Phonics letter and sound each day, as well as the SMART
Foundation word of the week and sentence of the week! These can be practised each night
when itQreading time.

Learning to Read

Please help your child (or remind your child) to change their reading books over every morning
before school. When listening to your child read each day please:

1. Ask them what they think the book will be about using the clues from the picture
on the front cover.

2. Touch under each word and read it to them.

3. Ask your child to repeat the sentence (make sure they touch under each word
too).

. Repeat this for the first few pages until your child gets the rhythm of the book and
can predict the text.

B

Check out the photos of us learning to read and working together in MAPPEN.




Focus on FoundatomBy Mrs Gis

An important part of becoming a
successful independent reader is being
able to choose ‘“Yood fitQ books for
yourself. That is, a book that is not too
easy or too difficult, but Yst rightQ ®

Practising our new reading strategies:

1 Listen with understanding.
1 Identify front and back of book.
1 Know where to begin reading.
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After making the artwork students

During MAPPEN students worked

together to create an artwork for our

classroom.

were asked what they did to work
: together. Some things they came up

_// with were:

Yhke turnsQ

YharingQ

WHelping each other(and
Yheak nicelyQ Q

oV



School and Community News

5

Woodwind and Brass lessons at Alexandra
Primary Schoollll

Trumpet - Trombone - Sax - Clarinet - Flute

Prepare your child for musical success in secondary school and improve their numeracy and literacy skills
through music lessons!

Alexandra Primary School is teaming up with Alexandra Secondary College to provide subsidized music lessons
on Woodwind and Brass instruments for the first time!

Cost of lessons are only $150 per year and some instruments are available to hire from the secondary college
at affordable rates. Lessons will take place on Tuesdays 12:15-1pm.

Places are limited!

To enrol, collect a form from the Alexandra Primary School Office.
For more information contact:

Nick Lester (Woodwind/Brass)

lester.nicholas.c@edumail.vic.gov.au
0409 196 b42

Get in quickll!
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www familycare netau

It is very common these days for fathers to be
taking a much more active role in family life.
Mothers are also finding that there are more
demands on their time from a financial point
of view. Fathers who find themselves more
involved in the parenting part of family life
may also find themselves wishing for more
options for dealing with the day to day issues
that anse in the home.

This course is suitable for all parents who
would like to meet with others to explore
= ways to increase their options in dealing with

the various issues that parents experience
8 Week Course while supporting and nurturing their partners

Tuesdays and children of all ages.
February 12 — April 2 Some of the topics that have been helpful in

previous groups include:
Time: 7.00pm Til 9.30pm
Communication
Teaching life skills
Issues of discipline

Venue: Familycare Offices

High st Seymour What is normal for kids?
Confronting unacceptable behaviour
No Cost How to help your child when they are

New participants welcome anxious, angry or upset
up to session 4

“Discovering that others are experiencing probiems almost identical to your
own somehow seems to lighten your load.”

“l can use this with my husband as well as my children.”

“Helpful, done it twice and taken away different strategies each time”

For more information or to book contact Us

Find us on km 64 High Street, Seymour
Faceboo Tel: 1800 663 107




