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Welcome to 2019!
The first day back to school for the New Year is one of my very favourite days. I love seeing the
children hug each other until they fall over, compare new shoes, and show off new haircuts!
This year we welcome Alexandra Playgroup, Mother Goose and Alexandra Secondary music tuition.
We love being part of the wider learning community!
Please let us know if you have any feedback. It is always best to contact your child’s teacher first.
They are the people closest to the students and have the best insights into what is going on. Naomi
and I try to make ourselves available for chats but if you think you may need longer than a 5 minute
catch up, please arrange an appointment at the front office.
Please keep an eye on our Facebook page, our SENTRAL page and our website for news, events and
information. It is also important to check school bags when your children arrive at home, sometimes
information and permission notes come thick and fast!
Each week the newsletter will feature an area of our curriculum so you know how we teach and
how your children learn. If you have any questions about any of these, please speak to your
child’s teachers.
I am looking forward to a great year!
Vicky Draper
KEY DATES - Term 1

February
Friday 8th
Tuesday 12th
Wednesday 13th
Tuesday 19th
Wednesday 20th
Monday 25th
Tuesday 26th
Wednesday 27th

Grade 6 Activity Day
Cluster Swimming—Yea
Prep Rest Day
Footy Day—Grades 3 - 6
Prep Rest Day
House Athletics—Grades 3-6
“Getting to Know You” Interviews begin
Prep Rest Day
Division Swimming—Seymour
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CAFÉ READING
This is a reading program used across our school. It is an acronym for:

Comprehension: understanding what I read
Accuracy: reading the correct words
Fluency: reading with good expression and
understanding
Expand vocabulary: knowing, finding and using
interesting words
You can see a CAFÉ ‘menu’ in each room. This menu
is a list of goals that have strategies students use to
reach the goal. This helps our students move
forward with their reading skills.

We know that each of our student’s abilities and skills will ‘grow’ with the right tools and strategies. Everyone
will begin at a different level and move at their own pace, the direction for everyone is the same – UP!

ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS
Prep

Miles Farley for his amazing illustration in our first ever Writing Portfolio Task!
Miles you drew a gorgeous picture of Mr Pockets from the Pocket Dogs book and did
your very best to write about it! Well done, Miles!

1/2A

Eadie Gibson for starting Grade 2 with a positive ‘can do’ attitude. Eadie has jumped
into 2019 with flare. She has been kind to her new classmates and helped them
navigate the classroom. Her kindness has been overwhelming to our new students
and me, helping me get back into the new year. Awesome work superstar!

5/6A

Jorja Jenkins for being such a happy and fun young lady who has made a fabulous
start to the school year. Jorja is confident in her abilities and loves to please. She
offers to help and shows respect to everyone.

5/6B

Dalen Timbury Johns in recognition of the positive approach you have taken
towards your learning so far this year. It has been fantastic to see you give everything
a go and the 'Growth Mindset' you have demonstrated by asking for help when you
need it instead of getting frustrated. Keep up the great work!

Drama

Audrey Greco for showing enthusiasm, enjoyment and awesome dance moves
during your first Drama lesson at Alexandra Primary School. Congratulations Audrey!

Art

Latysha Saerang-Robinson for creating an artwork for a Visual Thinking task that
sparked curiosity and great discussion. Thank you for sharing your imaginative
thoughts through your art, Latysha!

Japanese

Mitch Rowntree in Japanese, Mitch has carefully followed the teacher's instructions
and has created the best first page for his Japanese Book! Mitch, your time
management was perfect! Well done.

Focus on Foundation

By Mrs Giovanetti
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Welcome to the Foundation Students of 2019!
We have made a great start to school, beginning to settle into the routine of Reading, Writing,
Maths, MAPPEN (our history, geography, science lessons), Art, Japanese and Drama.
Students have been learning a new Jolly Phonics letter and sound each day, as well as the SMART
Foundation word of the week and sentence of the week! These can be practised each night
when it’s reading time.
Learning to Read
Please help your child (or remind your child) to change their reading books over every morning
before school. When listening to your child read each day please:
1. Ask them what they think the book will be about using the clues from the picture
on the front cover.
2. Touch under each word and read it to them.
3. Ask your child to repeat the sentence (make sure they touch under each word
too).
4. Repeat this for the first few pages until your child gets the rhythm of the book and
can predict the text.
Check out the photos of us learning to read and working together in MAPPEN.

By Mrs Giovanetti

Focus on Foundation
An important part of becoming a
successful independent reader is being
able to choose ‘good fit’ books for
yourself. That is, a book that is not too
easy or too difficult, but ‘just right’.

During MAPPEN students worked
together to create an artwork for our
classroom.

Practising our new reading strategies:
 Listen with understanding.
 Identify front and back of book.
 Know where to begin reading.

After making the artwork students
were asked what they did to work
together. Some things they came up
with were:





‘take turns’
‘sharing’
‘helping each other’ and
‘speak nicely’’
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