Alexandra Primary School E-Newsletter
Our purpose is to build a learning community that challenges and supports young minds to develop as independent
and lifelong learners, continually striving for excellence in the 21st Century.
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INTEGRITY

ACHIEVE

We hope you enjoy our E-Newsletter!
Our goal with this E-Newsletter is to allow us to share a snapshot of the great things that
have been happening at our school. From the excursions to the day to day learning
happening in our classrooms and more, our students have been enthusiastically involved in
some fantastic activities and learning opportunities.
There are plenty of fabulous photos to enjoy.
We hope you enjoy our first Edition!

E-Newsletter Contents
Whole School
Grade 2
Prep to Grade 2
Grade 3/4A
Grade 4/5A
Prep to Grade 2
Grade 5/6
Whole School
Grade 5/6

Special Friends Day
Camp Marysville
Art Focus
Money Matters
Literacy Focus
Perceptual Motor Programme
Mappen
Cluster Cross Country
Measurement Focus

Tel: 03 5772 1006
PO Box 318, Alexandra, 3714

P. 2-3
P. 4-5
P. 6-7
P. 8
P. 9
P. 10-11
P. 12
P. 13-14
P. 15-16

Email: alexandra.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au
Principal: Vicky Draper

www.alexandraprimaryschool.com

Special Friends Day

Friday the 27th of April was a very exciting day for all the students of Alexandra Primary
School, it was Special Friends Day! Special Friends Day is a favourite day of ours, when
students bring along someone who is special to them, to be shown what we do at
school! We were fortunate to have so many guests around the school, it certainly
showed how supported our students are in their learning. The children really enjoyed
showing their friends around and sharing some learning experiences with them. Thank
you to everyone for attending, we hope you had a great morning.
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Special Friends Day Continued
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Camp Marysville Grade 2
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On Monday the 30th of April and Tuesday the
1st of May our brave Grade Twos embarked
on an adventure to Camp Marysville. After
waving goodbye to their parents the Grade
Two’s started their jam packed two days of
adventure. Over the two days they engaged
in many activities challenging themselves to
brave the unknown.
Some of the activities they
engaged in were:
 Bouldering wall
 Obstacle courses
 Adventure walk to
Crystal Garden
 Cooking with the
garden’s ingredients
 Hut building
By the end of camp the grade two’s were
exhausted and proud of all they had achieved over
the two days. Miss Davis and Mrs. Hibbert were
extremely proud of everyone for giving everything
a go and building their strength as a team.
“We got to sleep as a group in a cabin, we got to talk for a
little and got hugs from everyone in the cabin” Xahlia

“When we made the cheese,
celery and spinach pizza’s,
I was surprised that they
tasted good” Maddy

Camp Marysville Grade 2 Continued
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“I enjoyed the scavenger hunt for the
animals” Tyler

“I enjoyed that you had to make your
self do what you don’t think you can, but
you just make yourself do it” Dylan
“I liked how I challenged myself going on the
rock climbing wall because you had to
challenge your strength” Josh

“I really enjoyed camp because we went on
the rock wall” Aiden

Early Years Art Focus Prep — Grade 2

Students in the Early Years (Foundation to Year Two) have
been discovering the illustrative and highly creative world of
Australian Author/Illustrator/Film-maker Shaun Tan. We have
been looking at Shaun Tan’s beautifully surreal paintings,
drawings, collages sketches and short animated films that
focus on images of belonging and acceptance of differences.

Through these themes, students are making connections with
our Peer Support Program, and the themes of respect for
differences and understanding diversity.
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Early Years Art Focus Prep—Grade 2 Continued
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Students have been sketching their own images that are part ‘real’ and part
‘imaginary.” Students have used Tan’s drawings as inspiration for developing their own
creatures that consist of part machine, part living creature. We have even used some of
our sketches of “Beasties” (local and endangered animals) from our Term One Artist in
Residence Project, as further inspiration for our creatures. These drawings will later be
transformed into Three- Dimensional artworks.

These incredible
“Lost Things” have
found a home at
Alexandra Primary
School….

Money Matters in 3/4A
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In Grade 3/4 A we have been focusing on money and learning
how to count up money amounts and using a range of mental
and written strategies to solve calculations.

We have learnt how to
represent money values in
multiple ways and count
the change required for
simple transactions to the
nearest five cents.

We have enjoyed solving problems
involving purchases with and
without digital technologies and
calculated the change needed.

Grade 4 students also created
financial plans involving a holiday
on a budget.

Literacy Focus Grade 4/5A
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During this term, Grade 4 and 5 students have been focussing on and honing our
persuasive reading and writing skills.
Students have been learning how to compose an argument, use specific language and
how to express their opinions using facts. Students have been perfecting their persuasive writing skills by ensuring they use persuasive language to hook the
reader in.

Working hard to form arguments.

Some examples of student’s work that has been completed over the course of the unit.

Draft copy of arguments.
Beginning to form arguments.

Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP)
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Enhancing brain development
by stimulating the five senses
through movement.
WHAT IS PMP? PMP stands for
Perceptual Motor Program. It is an
active, fun program that is designed
to enhance and build students gross
and fine motor skills. This assists
with the development of fine motor
skills, essential in the learning of
reading and writing.
From the outside it may look like chaos!
However it’s actually a highly organised program with every child knowing
exactly what they are doing. There are four stations, each with 4-6 activities.

This year Foundation, Grade One and Two
are completing PMP twice a week. Our
house captains are responsible for setting
up the activities and assisting the students
during their half hour sessions.

If you would like to help and join in
with the PMP fun, see Mel Giovanetti!

PMP times are: Mondays 9am &
Fridays 2.20pm

Perceptual Motor Programme (PMP) Continued
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PMP—Key Areas of Development
Gross motor skills
The acquisition of large scale movements eg:
walking, running, jumping, skipping, climbing and
moving in and out of positions.
Fine motor skills
The acquisition of small scale movements eg:
performing building tasks, isolating various fingers,
using tools, copying precise actions without overflow
(accompanying large scale movements).

Crossing the midline of the body
Children who fail to develop this skill are at risk
of changing hands at the midline when
performing tasks involving movement on a
horizontal place. Eyes must also learn to track
across the body midline to avoid potential
difficulties with reading.
Balance
Closely associated with the development of
gross motor skills.
Body and space awareness
This usually develops from head to toe and from
the centre outwards. Spatial concepts such as
behind, between, backwards, forwards and up/
down are also practiced.

Visual and spatial skills
Students are helped to track objects in all
directions, match shapes, and copy patterns.

MAPPEN Levels Grade 5/6 Connections
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Data and Decisions
This term in the MAPPEN unit the students will consider:
 the difference between needs and wants
 the types of resources that we have and how we use them
 the future and meaning of work.
They have been engaged in economics and business as
they work in groups to develop a business plan, which
they will present to younger students here at Alexandra
Primary School.
There have been many robust conversations among the
students and critical thinking skills have lifted the
conversations to a new level. There was much debating
as to what constituted a ‘need’ and what constituted a
‘want’. Many students changed their ideas about needs
and wants after a healthy conversation.
The students have closely researched data provided
from the last census about Australian jobs and
services and have grouped data information onto an
excel spreadsheet. They were quite amazed how the
population of Australia is spread between specific jobs
and what field of work had the highest percentage of
workers.

The 5/6’s working together on the information from the census, and learning how
to use an excel spreadsheet.

Cluster Cross Country
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On Wednesday 2nd May, students from Prep to Grade Six boarded buses and travelled to
Eildon Primary School to compete in the annual Cluster Cross Country Event. Alexandra
Primary School joined with Buxton, Eildon, Maryville, St Mary’s and Yea Primary Schools,
who also participated in this event. It was fantastic to see so many parents who came
along for support.
Events held throughout the day included:
Prep Boys and Girls 300m
Grade One Boys and Girls 800m
Grade Two Boys and Girls 800m
Grade Three Boys and Girls 1500m
10 year old Girls / Boys 1500m
11/12/13 year old Girls / Boys Fun Run 1500m
11 year old Girls / Boys 2500m
12 / 13 year old Girls / Boys 2500m

Cluster Cross Country Continued
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It was fantastic to see our students having a go, and to hear the cheering and
encouragement coming from their peers. Well done to all of you for your
participation and for trying your best!
Congratulations to the students who went on to compete in the Division Cross Country
at Yea Golf Course on Thursday 31st May.
Chloe Dean, Danielle Nadj, Mikaela Lyttle, Jasmine McCallum, Tarah Shawcross,
Madalen Flynn, Jaime Shawcross, Fergus Morrison, Casey Collett, Noah Campbell,
Will Clark, Tyler Sloan

Awesome effort to Danielle Nadj,
Jasmine McCallum and Casey
Collett who are now going on to
Regionals, Wednesday 20th June,
at Winton Raceway.
We will all be cheering you on!

Measurement Focus Grade 5/6
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Volume, Capacity, Area And
Perimeter Inquiry
The Grade 5s and 6s in Mrs Lakeland’s and
Mrs McInnes’ classes have conducted a
Measurement and Geometry Inquiry this
term in Maths. Students were asked to use
their understanding of 3D shapes to make
their own rectangular boxes using grid
paper.

Students were then asked to find the
area and perimeter of one of the faces
of their boxes; and to find the volume
and capacity of their boxes. By building
their shapes and finding these vales,
students demonstrated their ability to
problem solve using their understanding
of Measurement and 3D and 2D shapes.

“I felt like I accomplished something
when it was finished.” Steven

Measurement Focus Grade 5/6 Continued
I liked making the boxes. I like working out using the equations (Area =
Length X Width and Volume = Length X Width X Height) because it
made me feel smart.” Madalen

“I enjoyed building the boxes and finding
the volume, capacity, area and perimeter.
It helped me remember what the volume
is.” Latysha

I enjoyed building something and making
a poster, it made it more engaging.”
James
“I liked it because I
learnt about volume
and capacity, which I
didn’t know about
before.” Noah

I enjoyed making the
constructions with the
paper.” Danielle
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